
Response to Sigra Presentation 

The reason for this email, is to respond to information on the GeoGAS DRI contained in the 
Sigra talks at the combined ACARP/BBGG meeting in Mackay on 17th/18th June, and in 
Wollongong on 19th June.  
   
I certainly welcome informed criticism of the DRI method, but in this case Sigra have not 
understood the method or its application. Defined Threshold Values (DTV’s) based on the 
DRI figure prominently in many outburst management plans and Sigra’s comments, if 
believed, undermine the basis for these plans.    
   
The DTV’s from the DRI method have served the industry well for around 16 years now, 
with its method of application evolving over that time. It is based on sound logic and 
methodology I want to assure users in that regard. Of course the method has limitations, and I 
have sought to support work by CSIRO to enable more targeted application. To date though, 
its simplicity, broad acceptance and outcomes in the face of actual outbursts have not seen 
any real change in practice.  
   
It’s timely to give an update, and I would appreciate it if you would include a talk on the DRI 
method in the technical program for your next seminar/meeting. The talk would briefly 
review:  
·         Setting of DTV’s in the 1990’s, the DRI method and its contribution to the setting of 
those DTV’s.  
·         What it sets out to achieve and how conservative are the DTV’s  
·         Current application and limitations, how the DRI has performed in actual outburst 
occurrences in non Bulli seam mines  
·         Consideration of barrier size, complexity of heterogeneous coal seams  
·         Avenues for future development  
   
To minimise undue concern about the DRI method, I’d appreciate your circulating this email 
to attendees of the last Mackay/Wollongong seminars.  
   
Thanking you for your consideration  
   
Regards  
   
Ray Williams  
General Manager – Consulting  
GeoGas 
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